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Repairing hand soft tissue defects by cutaneous antebrachii lateralis nerve supplying skin flap: Reports of 22
cases YUAN Wei-qging. Department of Orthopaedics ,Nanning Red Cross Hospital ,Guangxi 530012, China
[Abstract] Objective To observe the curative effect of repairing hand soft tissue defects by cutaneous ante-
brachii lateralis nerve supplying retrograde island shape skin flap. Methods During June 2006 to January 2009 ,22
patients( 16 ~52 years,16 male and 6 female) were operated to repair hand soft tissue defects, including 9 cases with
machine twisting injury,7 cases with traffic accident injury,4 cases with thermal burn,2 cases with electric bum.
Wound surfaces were debrided by emergency operation and changed dressings till the conditions improved, then cuta-
neous antebrachii lateralis nerve supplying retrograde skin flap were used for repairing the wound. The supplying skin
regions were cover by free skin graft. Results Skin flaps and supplying skin regions all survived after operation. Fol-
low-up of 7 ~ 24 months showed, hand color was nomal, and the protective sensation resumed. Conclusion Retro-
gradely transplanting cutaneous antebrachii lateralis nerve supplying skin flap is an ideal method for repairing hand
soft tissue defect, and has reliable effect. The operation do not damage the main artery of forearm, also could resume

the protective sensation.

[Key words] Hand soft tissue defect; Cutaneous antebrachii lateralis nerve supplying skin flap;

grade transplantation
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