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Department of Laboratory Medicine, the Third Affiliated Hospital of Guangzhou Medical University, Guangdong 510140,
China

[ Abstract] Polymerase chain reaction( PCR) is a molecular biology technique used to amplify certain fragments
of deoxyribonucleic acid(DNA). Tt is a common and indispensable technique that has been used in many fields, espe-
cially in clinical laboratories. Droplet digital polymerase chain reaction( ddPCR) is a third-generation PCR, which is a
biotechnology obtained by improving the conventional PCR method, and can be used to directly quantify and clonally
amplify DNA. Droplet digital PCR is now widely used for low-abundance nucleic acid detection, which can be used for
the diagnosis of infectious diseases. This paper introduces the development and principle of ddPCR detection means,
summarizes its potential advantages in the clinical diagnosis of viral diseases, bacterial diseases and fungal diseases,
and draws the conclusion that ddPCR is more sensitive and accurate and repeatable for the detection of low-abundance
pathogens, and may be a better choice than quantitative PCR in future clinical applications.
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JERYE PP e PR b8 WP , bR | Bt 3
SWOR A B TR S 2T RCR . LA TEZ R
SEUEAEL o S A R 2R I AT U] X ) 39
Je AR A AR . SENPOLE RS R
JZ W (real-time quantitative polymerase chain reaction ,
rt-qPCR) A1y AL IRAGI 7 1% , AR S50 3 Ml IR
Wz H il TR Z R AR 0 t-qPCR 1)
R, R rt-qPCR A4 TR BE RIS 2 B ] BE S AARR
2E5¢ . 1t-qPCR A Wil R H AU ARAFAEA R Z
Ab JEHGRAE S 2 S D ARSI 5 H R E A I,
SRR E 1 A L AR 1t-qPCR
WEIZ N T LT BN R AR ARSI (H
RUE MER R S RIS N, 55 =0
&4 S v ( polymerase chain reaction, PCR) |, fi %
BCFE R A H#5E v (droplet digital PCR, ddPCR)
JEXHESE PCR J5 i AE I BOR 0t , T B4 Ak
FvCREY 1 DNA . HEG 2R TR BEAZ IR A,
A TR IS . ddPCR M1 T A R
4 Wi 5% 2 W ( quantitative polymerase chain reaction,
qPCR) , HARHJE L0 5 F Y, ANt ZEhR ki £k, 1 HL
e L AT S A Y QAT AR AR B AR AT T
WA ddPCR A BB M FLoR T 4 X DNA
B, A EAN RIS PR T ST R gs SR
SR, ddPCR 8 FA B ey ) SR BB S A VA
PEFISERE RITERE . AR AR5 R 1 ddPCR
eGSR S T R, # ddPCR Il
PRITFE X IERRIZ B A S0a 7 BA BRI H
FES S AR I v 3 T3, T R T T B i AU
TREEAIHREAGIN . BUKE ddPCR SRR A B i
RS I A A v A BN FHERAR I R o
1 ddPCR R RKIRIE

1992 4, Sykes fz 56 T ddPCR FUHES:, 02
T REAR A AR B AR 45 5 B 500 1Kok
i DNA 73F, ddPCR 1y B2 44 5 Tagman 5256 AH
IRfE5E PCRIBGY) , il i AR B 40 i 45 5%
LR /N AR o SR X 28/ N IR
KRR HMIEAT BT E G W FTA B2 B B
BN A TR A NG I/ INEATE A 72 3, A Y
Bt 55 B SR 28 5 TEAR DG , DA AT AT A )
WabIFE DAL, T JLARHRIE ddPCR & F TRk
DNA FN TSR I, Qs A PR 2848 A
PEUURR K78 5 .mRNA 235K Al DNA (8454
N4, Ok B Z BF S UE R ddPCR ARG IR b2 0
FH A S (ARG b A5 S R A, 3B 7 g
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R G DR it B e 2 2k JRUISS: TN 7 T2 Wi 46 45
WEAELERS
2 ddPCR fyfh s
2.1 HEEPKEEMARE EREREENER
X R A R AR i D e Aok B, H AT R
R HTZ ) qPCR SE I PCR 9354891l DNA
(R AE— B[R] R L L CT) 2615 5 %
B A3 R A1) SN R 45, SR 5 AE B4~ FL AT DNA rh
AT PCR, FlidE ) 414 PCR BHIE S T DNA
. EG qPCRIEIPEFEA CT (55 R
REAS A AR E I R A T LU Ok e A TR,
qPCR AT —Fp BT 5 ki e A S VR B . R
S IAEAERIERIRAR 7R H AR DNA fliREAS 1 £
HAEE . AT qPCR, ddPCR A0 HA & 2
Y %o} o R, AT BRI 2R, AN Rl i B g X
BB RARGE S, NI B il Y . hF
FERL R PCR Z540 1 2 FE 1, R4 — A Fr v il
R, qPCR B ZFEPED S T ddPCR 3% 33045
RARGEE PR, ddPCR 3833 B HE B Lok
Xt DNA $it , s AEAS [R] A Rl 4 1 SR 47 1)
AT EEEZE SR, qPCR (1% SR R il R AR AR S R I 22
SRR ddPCR BA 5w 19 R AU , AT B AR
WP R AR AT TR 4, Ll ddPCR H5REA S
BA T/ PCR 43X, A] SEBLER G320 koo 1
R B A 5 SR, B B AT AR SR R H 1751
ARG R B, A S5 FH X B P R A A TG
R4S T B ARIROR
2.2 HEMEL A ddPCR AR i
i, ANTFEARERN Z , WA DO E 5 B BEE 1
RS T2 D5 AR, BB A S b H IR 701
AN, TSPl e e R, AR MR R . I ddPCR
AT HHL qPCR P (bR e il &, BT
X, ddPCR @ FME58, 36 FAEAS T2, ddPCR AR IE
FEASTFPA D AR AT 5, 1500 200 M R PR VR L 3
i IRV RV VR A T R R s R
IR o BN - @ I e 3 =
A M S et PP S R ks F il R E 4tk T
BRI AT REM:
2.3 WEMPTItRE AR E Y H DNA X E
ARAFXF T b JE R 388 3 i R A e PRI A 5 e e i e
Fo' L FEIEH B PCR 350 st 2 175 5t
DNA (M) 2552 m T HRCR . ddPCR JE i3 x PCR
TR AR 52 1, P A B PP — 2 5 gm0 75
YL REAS AL FEZEME RS, DL K TC T i RNA
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O3 R SEBUR FE IR B ELAE . VA AR S
FRIRTEOLT , T A% RR ALY B 15 € okt fsc R R
SRR AAOF B B % o Paviie 2 Y
WFFE R R A A 5 m PR AS e v 1) 9 5
FAHA R R ME. 78 ddPCR P 128 — Ot &
5,383 TR PRI BT G R AR AT 4 )
SERE . HIT R PCR S — b 28 sl o, 0T 168 5 4K
B R 0 0 96 R B s M 5, OF HORBI & A
DNA/RNA JRREHIRIH A 5 s . E PCR
VERE R GE, 5O6ME 5 5 B 1l i) DNA 8 Jf b 51l 48
&5 2252 BB ) DNA W BE R0 . R 5 qPCR
TIEAHEL W0 PCR X SN 85038 B B I 5% ) A
PRI, 52 LA /N UM TR RE 15 A
WA REN], 5 qPCR A LL, 7EREA DNA YR BEEAE
FAFAEIHFEST , ddPCR A% T8 B 19HT T4
Ay R R s

3 ddPCR R f TR &SN ESEE

3.1 SRR UTAEOR, ddPCR R A AR
TREETESRIZ W R B8 T, ddPCR FARXS T
R R B EAS B o3, % T B I Wk BE S
PriEREHL R , A BRI RS0 28 o — i KA 12
W7o BARTE FIAS I 75 o B i D 2 B P5
DUpREERE IR 20 73 B B IR 22 A5V A 21 A0
HAEFTY . BAR ddPCR 54 T B B, 5 A
HRLITEAR LG, B B R A 72 805 AR S B, A )
T SR, R BE L 602 W B , Sl AR
FPRAR T, B B 42 e BURF [a] o A, ZEAG I
RGP, ddPCR 7 Wrp s 1 5 A B2 | s g
i TRIIESTRCR S BUS J7 L A 456 A . 78
XL FA N2 T — 26 R W] ddPCR £E PR i i
T AN o B S R 7 T AL

3011 JFESVERFR RALEA AR 2 (severe
acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2,SARS-CoV-2)
AL T A= 21 21 ( World Health Organization, WHO ) F
2020 4F 5 A 5 B 5 AR5 5 M K ( coronavirus disease
2019, COVID-19) g4 BRRATIA o SIS R s )
SARS-CoV-2 ZA MM — AT R —2L . 1eAh,
AUESER ] SARS-CoV -2 o B 2 it 7 J 34 1 e 10 1)
23 TS K SARS-CoV -2 7K - 595 ™ w7
BERBETASMAT I o [, SARS-CoV -2 fii#E 4
KV AR R B AR BRI B M b B 15 7%
REPIRISE (AR TE R R R KO T
TSI AR XA ST BN o ] I A A 0 g i A
SARS-CoV-2 %} FBjits COVID-19 AT RPIRIARIT =

FEHE, HEiE B 5% PCR (quantitative reverse
transcription PCR ,RT-qPCR) #f WHO F1:< 55 T )5 4%
il rC A 2 B SARS-CoV-2 (S FRiEll i, 48
M0, B Y JRI BIRPAEARR A AT TR P S R 80 A 0 75 12 0 A
) SARS-CoV-2, AL HUKF AL S . REZEWIF
HRAGPR, LEA I &AL SARS-CoV-2 /K- J7 T, ddPCR
Fe RT-qPCR i2Wr e, JUH R TR R B I
. ddPCR 9 & BLAE B AL AT e £ & 1Y SARS-CoV-2
RNAemia 7K~ s 0 9 72 R0 S50 X6 57 1) S g 7
WAR R AR o ek IR, dAPCR 1] LI Y
SARS-CoV-2 #ill T H A #h sE AR, A R &
ST BUS FAST M, L HRTEERE S b, (H
AT ek — 20 B A 9 e X L S 6 3 Ty R AT AR 1
&, FEHER AL AL B I COVID-19 3657 B A
SARS-CoV-2 H %2 R v VR T o Bk B 22 1Y i 48
Z¢H] , ddPCR X} SARS-CoV-2 RNA I3 /K BRI sh7s
5 PR A (R e B ZR AR ) RIS Y SO AR 3G
EAFT RS A BT R SR I R KT 1Y
SARS-CoV-2 RNA 555t Ji HAT B e AR G
Szwebel 22" {BIF 5548 /R T ddPCR B 3 46 7H
1= %) SARS-CoV-2 RNA [ 3 7K V- Tl £8 25 1) 16
Ak, 2B ddPCR A H] T COVID-19 % i)
H M3 P B 5 A B TR A Im R A . LAt
Fi#W] ddPCR BEHE 1 74% 1 B COVID-19 3
HkI 2] SARS-CoV-2 RNA IfiLE , 5K 12 B RNA Il
A AE S B0 ™ B AR AL RBE i [ A K o 7
FRG AN A A 5 . B R W], ddPCR 2—Fhi
PEREREL, X COVID-19 3% BA A2 W TS
FNRIF ., WA A R 24, ddPCR 1) R B
TEARRIREA IR Z B AE 22 5, A7 b A B P
A, PR g — 255G ddPCR ZEA R FEAR
HHIZIBrERE .

3.1.2 AR fE s e (human immunodeficiency
virus , HIV)  SBORIG M 592 BLBE 25 G (acquired
immunodeficiency syndrome, AIDS) 1t HIV 7E4) ks
JE] 25518 CD4™ T AR KEHK X 5 — Mk
BAWR2ER? . CD8" T 4Nkt 5 Bl , [ Bt
A:Bt HIV T, 40 p24 Hidk, JHYE HIV S i im R bR
Y. T HIV R R A TCRE PR IR A7 7 J%
FEIEAR, M HIV JEGe R A AL R, B
BEJE AR HIV @4y MTE 5 5 e W R E0E
PRI A AEHOE LA A 0 A AR R H AR
FEF qPCR (575 12 T HIV K, a5 248 I
DNA ( complementary DNA , cDNA) 2-LTR ¥ fli#& &
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HIV DNA | [ 2012 4E LUK, A BFSEER] ddPCR A]
JH T HIV DNA 2-LTR BRAUREE RNA il
F ddPCR A5 if 3¢ HIV RNA 0] LB - 3 7 412 Wi
HIV &3k, 5 qPCR #HH;,ddPCR fEi# i A HIV DNA
1 2-LTR PR 2 9555 2F JE NS0 B 767 RIOR 9 g
L7 0 1 R AR R %) L ddPCR i 1]
I CCLAL ()4 DUBCR TN HIV SR 5 i
FRZE S, CCIAL 4ty CCRS fRELIAFFIE N HIV Jikiy
ORI HAER I HIV 55 2 4k R p, {4 — s
TCHEARRE I PHE o PR . AR, g Mk
AR, ddPCR ¥4 Ji R 12 W HIV. [ 5% K 1 45 5404
Ho WHO fi5#k, ik 2 2018 4RI, 2¥kA 3 790 1A
PS WL HIV , Hirp 62% (2 330 5 N) IEFE4:3%
PGSR EEIRYT . ARl WHO $5 53, PO EEIGIT B
TEW IR B HHE DUSUIRT 1000 copies/ml™ ) Ji 3
i W2 R BT 300 5 SR s TR TR YT SR I 47 T A
Jri . HR dAPCR 7 HIV KGN K3y Wi 48
FERE S HILAE HIV 5 35 48 55 b i B A A2 AE 5
W, T2 2 SR 2R H A R R e
PR E, A it N 2 Wi = .

3.1.3  ZAIFF %9 B (hepatitis B virus, HBV) i
BEPEI R B2 B HBV 5 R A A% e , 38 o 42
filh 32 SRR ) M VR BT AL 1 o R 2018 i R 1
A REAR , SR TAT 86 H 3 e 22 I I A A R AT 240
Mg o XPRHE HBV (83 T rT 52 ] LA
KB I E R B A BB R YT S P A S AR
B Bei2 W HBV B i WL AE bR &) . LR 5
FIEHUEE HBV S R 55—~ ] A6 U 21 (995 RE DT
Jit AH B AT RERE AN AE TR 0, AN AE T gy
JE 1, RS TR RS — B EEER e . I,
T PP Tk HBY A 430 50 R B H A S
ARTIN TB o ddPCR Ay [ 98005 H A% IR 1) 4 5 R 1t
UL T LET . ddPCR R FH b W B2 2 6 03
7R AR T —FI A RIS 74k . ddPCR
SRR AR T, FeE n] DI AL —
DUfY) HBV DNA"') AR AG: 00 B A 2 1 BR 43 31
0.8 ¥ U1/10° N4HMIFN 3. 8 £ 01/10° 40 e ; 1fiy % T
qPCR AH RIS F5 43504 19. 1 45 01/10° A4~ 21 g
711 $501/10° A4 AR 38 0N JHF Bk A 52 B 25
(European Association for the Study of the Liver, EASL)
2017 Il RS AR P , 16T W R] 00 3527 W BRI E X
JEHKEMFNY HBY DNA, FLAGMI R A 10 TU/ml™ 5%
SEAG SR 7 TR I B 1) e AIRSEPREL. HBV Ay
11434k DNA (covalently closed circular DNA ,cccDNA) ,
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LA BB 2 TR 8 95 73 1% ¢ (occult hepatitis B
virus infection, OBT) 01 JH- 4 Jfd 9 % 38 24 10 )5 2 P b
W FTA HBV RNA Zp TR IEF cceDNA, HAFTE
Tt HBV YL A T4 . ddPCR Al LIRS
HBV DNA ) DNA KBR , HEMResess ™ . At
SR EFARLL, 38 55 RT-ddPCR 1 RT-qPCR #:il] HBV RNA
P UVBGIEI T 3 B AR A e AR, okl 2
(OIEE 26 A , ddPCR 2 —Fifr i 85 oM (9 AR, oG o
FEFNE I RAE B qPCR 5 B &, X bl 7 3k
— AT IR T B0 S 7 TR X 5 28 e R AR
A EPERE R B AE OB FI4HLIGY T 7 vk i TR RE,
XK HBV RIS I 5 167 R H KRS
3.1.4 HAhyiE  ddPCR B REHAZ—Fh Y
J7ek BR T B EE LA, 38 T LR TG I Ho At 7
WNE ARG B DB R . ddPCR X IR 48 i
1) . AT g Ep A A LA AR B ARG I A, PR HE SR A
SR, B A ECS | T o, L LA
FEIE AN S BRI R LR R, 18
ddPCR Z KT s 24 At AR AL, Tt HL 2 fedl o F
KT —FpEA AR 75T ddPCR AN H R0k
JpirE (H1 (H3 1 M) Fl 2, 79 3 J2%355 75 ( Yamagata HA |
Victoria HA I M) Bo— & WIR AW A B HEsh T
PRHR I AT & R L ddPCR FFRE T 996 2 46000 1)
B, B R AT R, 2 G A T 22k
R BRI
3.2 YNPEAREIN AR 2 e IR A, R LA
3 P AR R AR G4 , FA SR L et
XAt 2 EAR K, FT LA AT BERE AR Hh-ble sl off: ity b AS-
FOWRANEE B OCHZL, SR (LG 3L T 5535 1 AN B
D532k B 1) ) B A, e 2 S PRl 1) e SR R A T A
M. HETEZHE T ZMHISWiEA  FE5 23T PCR
(4 5 AT PRSI g SR o H TR R R
PCR (#7245 358 PCR .rt-qPCR K £ PCR, ¥
il PCR J& rt-qPCR RLEBE V2 8632 . iAH H T35
PCR J% rt-qPCR, £ PCR REMS[R G 2243 K 114
Sk, B RS IZ e (H A 25 4 B AR B4
TG R, IR TR RS . % B PCR J7
RN AN B ) R BRYE R JLAEJF & T ddPCR L3R
B A R S T L ORI . TR 2017 4E
CEAMRAN L T ZH e ddPCR FillHL
ARSRASLIN iz t0 IR B, S B S 4 2 T A
i PRGN 8 43 A O AT 12 , A3 i o ot M K
FREH R stx FIEH R eae, KEULE AR T
AR IR e AT LAVS MR B R A HE B B TR
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W 8 LA R P A TR RS DN 75325 7% 3 R e, BRI T
R A SR, AT 5E 7 ¥ HAT RGEHAZ #E 5, T HL
PIEROREAG . 25, Lei %7 P& T —Fh3E T dh
tdh Al ureR JE 5 | W FRET 75 #Y = ddPCR J5i%,
FHF XTI it P4 T 200 R A G D00 R 5 PR 40 3 T
J NS RS T — R PUEE ddPCR J5 i, ]
AT B A £ R it Yt tdhe ureR i orf8 R,
FHTFASIN ELAT B 58 B 200 i 70 A 95 L P DI B R
SEELP Y 4 DMRE 2 FhPOLGURHRIC  IRE VR B 4R
OB A TR I 16.(2°) i , AT BH B St s e Ak 5 45
1A/2A4/3 A/4 A5 R B0 , % T4~ 8
AN AR SERIZE RS, Z DU E ddPCR 5 1Y R
JEh 39 CFU/ml, REE 550 Ao Ee—2, I
H.H qPCR B R BUE R 10 £, G, P9 & ddPCR
3 AT AR G A D R i IR (45 AT
Hwbk) , HAr S hom R B, nT T Z Ml
R MR 9 53 , A 0 At 48 7 A — Ao
Rk . Z e, EA BT S T —F 2 E ddPCR
D5, AT LATR] IS G I S v IXUPG: 40 T, €045 Bl HR 7R
ARTE S MIAFTE AT RTE 2R B AR ro RS
PAR Rl P . 22 BRI 2 SRR ] i 0T
T 5 Pl A ARSI FRALAIR (0. 1 ~ 1.0 pg/pl) , HAF5:
o RIS, b R B R v AT REAS AR JFORE, X 30
WAL 2 H ddPCR I FEAE P 7EY A 0K i
LR (B DUSEIR) AN 5 RPN B ORISR B
FRit 251, ddPCR Al A 0] PO IR GE R AR Hh 45 4%
OIRFF IR EA T S S i, ORIMGE 1R A R 25 4%
SYREFFEIIS I 5 1 ] ALt i P o &
ERE " MR IR AR T 4 3oF 5 EANAGIN 5t v 1)
SUER A I B A o e S 5 ERHRZR AR T, FH T s D /KR v
R IAKE . 25, A T R TE LR -
HEN T MU E A S E AR PG 22 S K IR
12414 1 (New Zealand rickettsia-like organism 1,
NZ-RLO1) iP5 =437 SEIR FARZE A WA 2 (New Zealand
rickettsia-like organism 2 ,NZ-RLO2) &V JmBEAT Al
B IRHRZRARTE , /K FRAAAR AL 1 — i R 2 24
R TR

3.3 HREFRI EREEETE HATSE B RS E
Tk TIBERE 5§ LR~ 0 s B, LT A T e AR A
TARKM &S, PCR AN A K H m 1 IL 2k
o ELTAT ARG DN 8 B, ELRR S PR 0, U i I
Ak, PR A JEE 1Y ddPCR A6 F AR 0 78 L 1 119 48 5
hREE TERIEM. (1) &BRE S W W —FE
R, TE AR 563 e 1[5 Ff B8 T 38t 7B AR i, % 2

e L TR 1 B M B 12 T A B TR R
WA FIBIGETIUS . (8IS 75 7 B I K, 1
T o PR 2B T AR 2R S 2
— BRI IRA A AN BTG . Chen 251 i 1843
/N BURIEE () PR B LR S8 45 ) MLVRREAS , ST
fii ddPCR 75 75 RSN P9 R0 & 2R B DNA. 14 8
SRS S RE . 2540, ddPCR X2k 4 DNA £
S PR IV S 34 085 T AR e 15 3% 0 qPCR 7 i,
HEIAEAT, I, dAPCR Y547 1T RE 2 M A W 2
P L A 280 , AT L P T W 0 s LS P9
Fro (2) HBEGHT 7 B 2 —Fh AR el P 2L
P, T3 AT HUR 48 , S HIV B3 LRIk
S IEA . (H i THR FCMAL T e 37, TR i
BT B Ao Y €0 3 R A ) 4 97 S 5 5 e %
EARA ) PCR AGI , fH 386 77 v #0AR 7T R 52 21 J5
PRI RIREN . HRFFEIT & T —Fh ddPCR J57 3k 6
YU P I T A o S i 76 1 O TP A
ddPCR 5 qPCR 33 7 il 53 0 1T L A 0 B9 F i 767
T DNA [EARAS T 5 2 L, 125 %o SR 2 B A1
FFRAS S S A R . R4S ddPCR BUATR
AN s AEX PIITIFFE AR P HEFRR A gPCR
5 ddPCR IS AOPERE . (3) 48 b 25 B R 1 b 25 B 7
SR BT S P R T bR A T B T Y
PR, ERITR 22 8500T F 4 i 25 B4 5512 k) £
L TR A AP it P 08 g 2 - ot 2 3 R
FE 4 2 T 1 008 | D RIERE B2 LR th 25 1 )
Pl ) R LR A U o WP T4 T W TagMan 5|
WIFIHRET ARG ddPCR AR IE 3 S o AT
IR IERRAS, AR qPCR I ddPCR 3% i fh 5 B R RE
G A 2 A (L SR A T oPCR,
AdPCR X R 13K 795 ot b 75 P LA B P e, 9 L
% PCR il 5 ELAT HRAE 7 , o LA A ol 25 7 = AR
R B0 T S 2 B R B4, ddPCR £
T-H A BRI AR 4B A B K2 H 0 S v, e
P K RABE R T qPCR™Y 5 B8 7T L2 34 il 25 7 %
I 345 ol 7 14 28 bR 324 FAR B4 RTRLAR T 558
ARSI T 1 1) S 5 ol o DI o 1 O J
BRSO, T PR W
4 WIES5RE

ddPCR S # PCR 75 3 9 4= W0 R Blct , 1E
— TR , T TLAR % R B R el 22, 107 o e
7. A& ERBIIL WERE G HOM R H, 7T T
TR R TIE Y 1 DNA |, X ek S 1 12 7
o T W B T A A T AR . RS AN, ddPCR
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TEERA RIS W il BeA LB T Tl R, 5 2 %
Il RAEEASKIA ddPCR AYPERE. REEME, 5
qPCR AH L, ddPCR L% A7) (4 A AR 850 , X
A EMELLLE R B 9 — e g 3 b 3 o RO, 24
ddPCR A AT R, LA 12 g 52 56 5 F 14
s ok %

S7%5 3k
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